
The True Story of Crime Scandal and Trial By
Combat: A Riveting Tale of Intrigue and
Justice
In the annals of legal history, there exist tales so unbelievable, so
captivating, that they seem to be pulled straight out of the pages of a
gripping novel. The true story of a crime scandal and trial by combat is one
such tale that will leave you in awe.

Imagine a world where justice was determined not through evidence,
witnesses, or lawyers, but by the strength and willpower of the accused
parties engaged in a physical duel. This extraordinary practice, known as
trial by combat, was a medieval legal procedure employed to resolve
disputes, often involving accusations of serious crimes.

In this mesmerizing account, we delve into the remarkable tale of a crime
scandal that sent shockwaves through a small medieval village. The
scandal erupted after a wealthy merchant, known for his influential
connections, was found brutally murdered in his opulent mansion during
the dead of night.
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As news of the grisly crime spread like wildfire, the innocent villagers were
consumed with fear and suspicion. The local authorities quickly zeroed in
on an unexpected suspect, a young and enigmatic blacksmith with a
troubled past.

The accused, trapped in a web of deceit, battled against overwhelming
odds. His fate rested not only on his ability to prove his innocence, but also
on his strength and skill in combat. The trial by combat provided a last
beacon of hope in a seemingly hopeless situation.

The stage was set for a fight that would shatter norms and redefine justice.
The villagers gathered, anxiously awaiting the ultimate showdown between
the accused blacksmith and his accuser. The tension in the air was
palpable, as everyone knew that this extraordinary duel would determine
the fate of both the accused and the entire community.

With adrenaline pumping through their veins, the combatants stepped into
the arena. Despite being physically outmatched, the blacksmith displayed
exceptional bravery and dexterity, skillfully dodging blows and retaliating
with unexpected ferocity. The crowd gasped in amazement as the fight
raged on, each strike echoing through the hallowed grounds.

As the dust finally settled and the swords lowered, a hush fell upon the
onlookers. The outcome of the trial by combat was seen as a divine
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judgment, and the accused emerged victorious, proving his innocence and
vanquishing the cloud of doubt that had tarnished his name.

This extraordinary tale of crime, scandal, and trial by combat serves as a
reminder of the idiosyncrasies of medieval justice systems. It sheds light on
the desperate measures individuals were forced to take to establish their
innocence in the face of overwhelming odds.

Though trial by combat may seem like a practice of a bygone era, its lasting
impact on legal history cannot be denied. It is a testament to the lengths
people would go to seek justice, even if it meant putting their lives on the
line.

As we close the chapter on this captivating true story, we are reminded that
justice can come in many forms, and in some instances, it requires an
extraordinary display of courage and strength. The true story of this crime
scandal and trial by combat will forever leave an indelible mark on the
pages of legal history.
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE •
“A taut page-turner with all the hallmarks of a good historical thriller.”—
Orlando Sentinel
 
The gripping true story of the duel to end all duels in medieval France as a
resolute knight defends his wife’s honor against the man she accuses of a
heinous crime
 
In the midst of the devastating Hundred Years’ War between France and
England, Jean de Carrouges, a Norman knight fresh from combat in
Scotland, returns home to yet another deadly threat. His wife, Marguerite,
has accused squire Jacques Le Gris of rape. A deadlocked court decrees a
trial by combat between the two men that will also leave Marguerite’s fate
in the balance. For if her husband loses the duel, she will be put to death
as a false accuser.
 
While enemy troops pillage the land, and rebellion and plague threaten the
lives of all, Carrouges and Le Gris meet in full armor on a walled field in
Paris. What follows is the final duel ever authorized by the Parlement of
Paris, a fierce fight with lance, sword, and dagger before a massive crowd
that includes the teenage King Charles VI, during which both combatants
are wounded—but only one fatally.
 
Based on extensive research in Normandy and Paris, The Last Duel brings
to life a colorful, turbulent age and three unforgettable characters caught in
a fatal triangle of crime, scandal, and revenge. The Last Duel is at once a
moving human drama, a captivating true crime story, and an engrossing
work of historical intrigue with themes that echo powerfully centuries later.
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