
Whatever Happened To Black Boys?
:

Black boys have historically faced numerous challenges and obstacles in
society. However, their experiences and potential have often been
overlooked. In this article, we will explore the reality of what has happened
to black boys, shedding light on their struggles, achievements, and the
necessary steps for progress.

1. The Education Gap:

One of the prominent issues affecting black boys is the education gap.
Despite efforts made to bridge the gap, significant disparities in educational
opportunities and achievements still persist. We will discuss the factors
contributing to this gap, such as inadequate resources, biased disciplinary
measures, and stereotypes.
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2. Criminalization and the School-to-Prison Pipeline:

A disturbing trend emerging in recent years is the school-to-prison pipeline
that disproportionately affects black boys. We will delve into the factors
contributing to this pipeline, such as zero-tolerance policies, racial profiling,
and the impact of harsh disciplinary actions on their futures.
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3. Mental Health and Well-being:

Black boys often face unique mental health challenges due to systemic
racism, societal pressures, and stereotypes. We will explore their
experiences with mental health, barriers to seeking help, and the
importance of destigmatizing mental health discussions within the black
community.

Keywords for alt attribute: mental health challenges for black boys,
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4. Negative Media Portrayal:

The media plays a significant role in shaping public perceptions and
stereotypes. In this section, we will analyze the negative portrayal of black
boys in the media, focusing on harmful stereotypes and the impact it has
on their self-esteem and opportunities.
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5. Achievements and Resilience:

Despite the adversities black boys face, it is crucial to recognize their
achievements and resilience. We will highlight the success stories of black
boys who have defied the odds and achieved greatness in various fields,
promoting positive role models for future generations.
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6. The Way Forward:

It is time for society to actively address the issues that have plagued black
boys for generations. We will discuss the necessary steps to create a more
inclusive and equitable society, including educational reform, criminal
justice system reform, and fostering supportive environments for mental
health.

Keywords for alt attribute: creating an inclusive and equitable society,
educational reform, criminal justice system reform

:

Understanding the challenges and experiences of black boys is essential to
foster a more inclusive and equitable society. By acknowledging their
struggles, celebrating their achievements, and actively working towards
change, we can ensure a brighter future for black boys and generations to
come.
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The book Whatever Happened to Black Boys? is an exploration of black
maleness in America through persona and form. Throughout the book,
black boys from the past and present get to tell their stories, for better or
worse, in a variety of different lyrical structures, as if they are singing their
own autobiographical songs. Some of these lyrical structures include
traditional forms such as sonnets, ghazals, and ekphrastic poems but
others are a little more modern such as the definition poem, the choose
your own adventure genre, and a poem that even utilizes Facebook likes.
The personas used in this collection of poems range from fiction to real but
also from the voices of activists themselves. What makes this collection
what it is, is that there isn’t one singular archetype of black male
experience, but many different variations and forms,  which broadens the
image of how black men are seen outside of the stereotypes and
sometimes limiting ideas we are fed in media.

The TRP Chapbook Series
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